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Civil Liberty and Public Interests

Stephan Eisel, Konrad

Adenauer Foundation

How much unity does a society need not to fall apart and how much diversity must it provide in
order to secure freedom for its citizens? This has been the central question of political philosophy
from the very beginning. As much freedom as possible and as much unity as necessary leads to a
society which serves the human good. The precondition for it is clarity about the concept of human
being: dignity, diversity, imperfection and equal rights are defining it. Good politics is politics which

serves these basic values of human being and leads to a minimum consensus to keep a society

together:1) protection of human rights as a consequence of the acceptance of human dignity ; 2)

decision making by majority rule as a consequence of equal rights for everybody (finding its limits in

the protection of human rights and therefore minority protection); 3) ensuring peace in a society

since violence against individuals is endangering human rights.
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